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ls America on the verge of a 
bitter revolution in which all so- 
cial and economical order is to 


be overturned? Are the Amerioan 
people about to aecide that their 
government must embark on an 
entirely ditferent program than 


that which has been tollowed tor 
more than a century? in tact, 
are the American people mad 
and are they ready to fight? 
Tuesday morning, December 1 
there were lying on the floors 
ot the Uwensboro tobacco ware- 
houses and in trucks, parked on 
vur streets, more than’ three 
million pounds of dark tobacco, 
u quality equal to any crop thar 
has been raised in Kentucay Lor 
years, More than a tnousana 
larmers, Many who haa come 
irom ivy lo Sixty mues witn 
tneir loaus Of topacco, were lu 
Uwensboro to watch tne sale — 
or watch the sham — apout to 
take place, ‘hese farmers were 
tired, they looked 1t; they were 
hard workers and tillers of the 
soul; they did not wear White 
collars or have on creased trous- 
ers. ‘hey were the old time tar- 
mers and would to God the 
country were blessed with more 
like them. These are the people 
on whom men and women,, cnul- 
aren and all, must depend tor 
their tood and clothing and tor 
all the sustenance of lite. What 
sort of a show was enacted ana 
what was its end? 

,. Promptly at the hour set, the 
sale, or the sham, began to move. 
These hard working farmers 
were at the mercy of a ruthless 
and heartless trust, the biggest 
most wicked trust ever 
lous) apgn America. the Tobac- 
co, Brust. This Tobacco Trust 
had told all the “buyers” what 
to pay for the tobacco three 
weeks before a single load of 
weed had been brought to 
Owensboro. Had these “buyers” 
been faithful to the people from 
whom they were to “buy” to- 
bacco they would have told the 
growers three weeks ago what 
the tobacco would bring. But 
they did not and three million 
pounds was the answer of the 
tarmers to this year’s market on 
vue first day of the “sale”, or 
sham. The “buying” started: 
“bidders” made frantic attempts 
to make the farmers believe 
they were bidding on the of- 
ferings. The auctioneer worked 
himself into a trenzy, just as if 
he was at a public sale and try- 
ing to sell to the highest bid- 
der. All the hollerin’ of the auc- 
tioneer would avail nothing be- 
fore these instructed “buyers.” 
But the sham did not last long; 
a few rotten apples were near- 
by and some irate farmers 
knew exactly how to use them 
and they were no novices at 
throwing. The “sale” stopped, 
a meeting was held at the court 
house, afew speeches made 
and a committee was appointed, 
it reported, resolutions were 
adopted, and the farmers, these 
hard working farmers who had 
hauled their tobacco here in 
hopes of getting some Cristmas 
money for cheering up their lit- 
tle ones, gradually began to 
disperse. They didn’t know what 
to do, and neither would you 
know what to do. That is scene 
No. 1, and it took place here in 
Owensboro, an aristocratic city, 
and a city of no mean people. 


* 


and 


* 
Now let us move up a while. 


crowd as it surges along and in 
that crowd we see thousands of 
human beings. Among these 
men and women are those who 
count their money by the mil- 
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jobs, have jobs paying them 
trom two to tive hundred dol- 
lars per month. But alas, in 
these surging throngs we can 
imagine tens of thousands ol 
¢disconsolate tolk who are 
overwhelmed by poverty, no job, 
no work, no food, no medicine, 
no comiorts of home, no coal, no 
chance to go WO a snow, Just 
wruaging up and down tne streev 
all day ana otten all mignt hunt- 
ing lor something to do ana 
tinding nothing. 

Pass trom New York on down 
to rnuadeiphia, and the same 
sort of a crowd greets the eye, 
come on west to Pittsburg ana 
the same scene is enacted, then 
to Detroit, Chicayo, St. Louis, 
Kansas City, on west to Denver, 
and onwara we go to San rran- 
cisco, and all through tnis greav 
country our eye can glance as it 
vy Imagination and see enacveu 
just such a scene as described 
in New York, Seven miljion peo- 
ple idle; thirty-five millon 
mouths to feed and backs to 
clothe, and yet not a dollar they 
can call their own and not a 
job can they get for love or 
money. All through the nation, 
all over the whole world, un- 
less possibly in Russia, one- 
third of the people do not know 
trom whence cometh their next 
day’s meals or their next bucket 
of coal or the next bottle of 
milk. 


The farmer is depressed; the 
carpenter is idle; the coal miner 
has nothing to do; the brick- 
layer is hunting for work; the 
printer is jobless and the whole 
pone Pipe , a world, is up 
a » NO e€ question aa to 

pom or unequal distribu- 
tion of wealth, but the question 
as to whether one-third of the 
people are to starve or be fed; 
to freeze or to be clothed; are 
to die in rags and hunger or 
be succored. I have not over- 
drawn this picture; theie are 
stern facts and the American 
people must face them. 


And What Brought All This 
On Us? 


Never mind what brought 
these times upon us; every man 
and woman with enough sense 
to come in out of the rain 
knows what caused it all. This 
suffering has not been sent up- 
on humanity by a Supreme 
Power without a cause. ‘This 
suffering is not the visitation 
of some mysterious evil spirit. 
This suffering, this terrible 
agony, not one-tenth of which 
has yet passed, was brought on 
by our own folly and it is a 
just and righteous retribution of 
a Power above any of us whose 
laws humanity can not disobey 
and go unpunished. 

But hunger is hunger; cold 1s 
cold and death is death. It is 
no time to discuss the “rea- 
sons why,” except as these rea- 
sons may relate to remedies that 
are proposed. When the house 
is on fire no one tries to tell 
how it was done. All work to 
subdue the blaze and then, as 
the smoldering embers lie harm- 
less among the debris, discuss- 
ion as to how and why the fire 
started begins. There is no time 
now to accuse this one for not 
“saving”, or that one for not 
“laying up for the future,” 
while seven million families are 
up against the question of star- 
vation, The duty of any com- 
munity, the duty of any state, 


Anything short of that is sin; 
anything short of that is erimi- 


Great Fortunes Must Disgorge 


to the people, and when Con- they speed by me, In these cars the rest ‘of the rich, then this 


gress meets it should at once 
set in to legislate millions out 
of the rich, and with these mull- 
wns see that the jopiess are 
ied until a job is iurnished to 
every man or woman who has 
none but wants one. ‘There is 
no use tor the so-called “sales 
tax,’ that will Make the con- 
sumer pay it; that will make 
the ones who are being fed pay 
tor the feeding. A “sales” tax 
in times of a calamity like this, 
is worthless; a “sales” tax in 
times of plenty may pass by 
and do tew any harm, Make 
Ford disgorge tifty million; 
make Melion give up a like sum; 
make every millionaire by name 
come up like good little boys 
and give back to the people at 
least a portion of that which 
they took away from them while 
most of us were asleep, or were 
intoxicated with pleasure-seek- 


ing ventures. These men amass- 


ed their fortunes under a bene- 
ficient Flag that proteeted them 
and that Flag yet belongs to 
the people. Now let these 
wealthy, clear ondown the line 
to those worth less than a mill- 
ion, be forced to give up enough 
to feed the people until condi- 
tions improve enough for all to 
make their own way with their 
own little job. 


But the millionaire should not 


be made to do all the paying; 


there must, and there will be, 
é among the work- 
ing people themselves. And now 
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enother scene: 


_ I go out on a highway, yes, 
just outside of Owensboro, and 
2.8 pootty Sunday afternoon, 
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The American Independent To Become 
A Weekly 


About the middle of January next The American In- 
dependent is to become a weekly, same size as this issue 
of the paper. This month the subscription lists of three 
different papers are combined in one, that of The Voice 
of The Nation, The Owensboro Republican and The Ameri- 
can Independent. I was the publisher of The Voice of The 
Nation, a small monthly prohibition paper I had been keep- 
ing up for nearly two years. As you know I am also the 


The Voice of The Nation. The Owensboro Republican was 
launched by two splendid young men, Messrs. White and 
Pratt, but after having put out three issues of 
cluded they would try no further. They turned over the 
subscription list to me to be voluntarily filled out on my 
part, but I am not to become responsible for it further 
than is my pleasure to fill them out. 

The American Independent is to be what its name 
indicates, absolutely independent. That does not mean that 
take no sides in political fights. Far from 
that thought, I expect to be in the midst of any fight 
where moral issues prevail. I am against any man or any 
party who tries to break down our dry law or to repeal the 
Eighteenth Amendment. I will fight with all my power 
any candidate or party next year that goes before the 
pe with a wet platform, either for modifi- 
° 


And that is not all. This paper expects to be a friend 
to every good thing propoeed by anybody or any party. 
it will stand for the very highest in politics and public 
affairs. No politician will ever be able to dictate its editor- 
ial policy just so long as I am its editor. ' 

We will publish two editions of The American Inde- 


counties; one for the rest of the country. 
edition will appear local advertising of business firms 
and institutions who wish to avail themselves of the use 
of its columns and some local matter of great interest to 
this community. However, we shall not become a news- 
paper in the true sense of the word, that is, we shall pub- 
lish only such local news in the local edition as pertain to 


news that generally goes to make up an ordinary news- 


all phases of political, religious and social questions. Its 
editor believes there is not only a field, but a necessity 
for just such a paper and that Owensboro is just as good 
a place in which to publish it as can be found. 

I have been in the thick of the prohibition fight for 


1 see crowds of gay-looking 
young people; 1 see crowded 
cars of whole families, fathers, 
mibthers, brothers, sisters, all 
flying by as if life is nothing 
more than a shifting trom place 
to place in tre quickest time 
possible, 1 see these cars rich 
and poor alike in them, ald on 
God's day, carrying their car- 
goes of joy-hunting souls, yes, 
souls happy when, by their next 
door was possibly want and 
poverty. In these cars are far- 
mers, laborvers, carpenters, 
teachers, lawyers, preachers, 
church members, good people 
and wicked, sober and a few 
drunken. Whet are they doing? 
They are nearly all hunting 
leasure; they are nearly all 
ell-bent for fun, and yet all 
this taking e during a time 
when they should be as quiet 
as if a funeral was going on. 
Think of the gasoline burned; 
think of the wear and tear of 
the cars, and nine-tenths of it 
for pleasure. Lusting after that 
which is neither food nor rai- 
ment, and on a day, Christian 
and non-Christian alike, that 
God set apart for His holy 
worship. 

That is what is the matter 
with us; America has gone 4 
whoaring after that which is 
neither food nor raiment; Amer 
ca has been falling at the idol 
of pleasure and has bent her 
knee to its worship. Now God 
has come along and these idols 
must crumble or else America 
will be the scene of another Rus- 
sia. 


After Congress has taken of |- 
for an hour, for two/|these millionaires a reasonable 
hours, and watch the cars as proportion of their wealth, and 


Independent, now absorbing 


it con- 


and the five or six near-by 
In the local 


this community and net the 


same Congress should strike a| 
blow at the overpaid govern- 
ment servant, Wages of men 
and women working tor the 
government must be reduced 
irom twenty to fifty per cent) 
in order to bring them down to} 
the level of the industrial work-} 
er, Potsmasters are all drawing) 
trom twenty to titty per cent! 
more than they should; postal 
clerks, and government servants 
of every description are now} 
drawing a wickedly large wage, | 
everyone of Whom must take a 
cut. Yes, cut wages from the 
President down to the last man 
or woman who is working for 
the government, This will save 
six hundred million dollars 
per year, and then leave every | 
one of them with a better wage 
than the industrial worker 18 | 
getting. « bone 

But that isn’t all, State gov- 
ernments during recent years 
have everywhere raised wages 
until now thse employes draw 
down a wage sufficient to make! 
one a prince. Bring these wages 
down, cut them until they are 
on a level with the rest of the 
people. School teachers, | mean, 
of course, high school teachers, 
have had their wages raised un- 
til they are entirely too high.| 
Cut the wages of the high! 
school teachers and their prin- 
cipals and superintendents. All 
city employes, unless it is the| 
poilce forces, and some lower| 
classed laborers should have) 
their wages slashed. 

Again, preachers must take 
their cut in wages along with| 
the rest of the country, Why | 
srould a preacher, who claims| 
to be in the work of salvaging| 
souls, be drawing down a salary | 
of three, four and five thous- 
and per year, living in a par-| 
sonage sufficient for the King| 
of England, while the very mem| 
bers, many of them, of his| 
church, are out of a job and 
nothing on which to live? Ev- 
eryone drawing down big wages 
and in the employment of tie! 
public, should welcome a cut, 
for they will either take a cut! 
or their jobs will be snatched 
away from trem by a wave of 
socialism whose angry crests! 
will know no bounds. 

But, I know this all can not| 
be done in a day; it can never 
be done in a year legally, so 
there should be a swarm of vol- 
unteers who will walk up and 
lay down a part of their unequal 
earnings on the altar dedicated 
to feed the jobless. Government | 
employes should not wait for 
Congress to act, but should at! 
once give up from twenty to! 
thirty per cent of their incomes 
and this is true of all state and| 
county employes. Many minis- 
ters of the gospel drawing 
trom three to five or six thous- 
and dollars a year, would make! 
a wonderfully effective demon-| 
stration of their sincerity if| 


| 


| 


.| they would come up with about| 


one third of their salaries and 
lay them down on the same altar 
that the poor, not only of their | 
own little flock, but of the whole 
community, might be fed. It| 
isn’t enough to give it to the! 
church alone, for while most! 
churches wil! see that no im- 
mediate members of their sepa-| 
rate congregations starve, yet 
sixty per cent of the people are 
out of any church home, and 
all these must be cared for. 


And Now What is the Con- 


ing for their tobacco because | 


the tobacco trust does not feel | 


like it must pay it. Make this 


| tobacco trust chalk up or quit! 


No.3 


Is An American Revolution Impending? 


the mouths of sixty five miil- 
ion -peopie, ‘Lhey haye growh 
rich and oppulent on this Cost- 
ly and ruinous habit they Maye 
persuaded the American people 
to take up, ald thus grown Ww 
ve MuULLI-MMAaOnaires Wy 
Lhousanus wey reiuse Ww pay 
Lhe poor, beluadied larmer wiv 
raises the weed a decell price 
lor his product, Until tovacce 
brings a petler price not an au 
aicl bo the lovacey navit snou 

purchase another Cigarette ul- 
tu the price ol the raw material 
is raised to @ point that gives 
its producer a decent income 
on his work. It you must smoxe, 
or chew, or snult, and 1 s#up- 
pose you must, then get your 
smokes and chews from the lar- 
mer direct, and do not buy a 
dime’s worth of cigarettes or to- 
bacco from a manufacturer or 
dealer. You may not like the 
farmers’ tobacco as well as you 
like the d«ctorec up stuff you 
have been uring and the opium 
that goes with it, but it will not 
hurt you any more and maybe 
it might enable you to even quit 
and thus save that hundred dol- 
lars per year your smokes and 
tobacco have been costing you. 


Lic 


oe 

And now comes the demago- 
gue. He is a politician, maybe a 
Vemocrat, maybe a Republican, 
but a politician, nevertheless, 
and tells you to “vote for my 
grand old party, and we will set 
all things right.” Like Satan he 
will, That is one thing the mat- 
ter with us now, The very folks 
who are reading this, many of 
them, act like tools when they 
come to vote. They just w: 

to the polls, with eyes close 

nose stopped and “vote er 
straight,” and walk back ‘home 
feeling “We have saved the 
country.’; Yes, “saved the coun- 
ry; 

And along comes a wet, and 
he says, “Give us beer and the 
country will prosper.” He is 
either an old fool, or he thinks 
you are one. I have never seen 
how drinking beer would put 
food in the mouths of children 
or clothes on their backs. Most 
beer drinkers when we had sa- 
loons were unable to work and 
their children had to be fed by 
charity, Now, thanks to prohi- 
bition, we no longer have the 
old drunk. Yes, open up the 
saloons, turn on the beer spic- 
kots, and watch food and cloth- 
ing flow out and then down the 
theoats of those who drink it. 
If anyone who is reading this 
feels that breaking down the 
Kighteenth Amendment will 
brink back prosperity, he should 
be bored for the hollow horn 
or tried for the lunatic asylum. 
Do not listen to those’ who 
would take advantage of the 
adveristy of the American peo- 
ple to advocate the return of 
the saloon or the legali'ation of 
beer and wines, They are onl) 
using this depression to fool 
you, 

And there are others who say, 
“Turn Hoover out and put in a 
Democrat and that will bring 
prosperity,” and thereupon th« 
warhorses in the Democratic 
party begin to whoop ’er up for 
Franklin D, Roosevelt, or some 
other wet, who has no more to 
offer the American people than 
a beer keg or a brass rail. May 
be the Demoerats could bring 


back prosperity but not with 


| Roosevelt, or Ritchie, or Lewis 


or with any other wet whose 


yea, the duty of the nation, is r. , = . a Yb measure already has been tak- 
We are standing on the streets} to feed the hungry, shelter the The national edition will be free from all local matter |{| clusion? en by millions of pew Be eM = 
of New York. We notice the| homeless and clothe the naked.|\) “4 deal only in national affairs. It will discuss fearlessly The farmers are paid noth-| dignant men and women, Let 


the Democrats bring on a man 
like Garner, of Texas, or Mce- 
Adoo, of California, or Hull, of 
rennessee, and put him up for 
President and the American peo 


lions ; the tens of millions; The sentiment that men like forty years, having published a prohibition paper for _ business. Cigarettes sell just as| ple will listen attentively 0 
and RE. by the billion. Oth-| Henry Ford, and scores of oth-|\) more t thirty years, than any other man living ))| high this year as they did last| their pleas. attentively  t | 
ers of them count their money | ¢F, must now give up part of|{( 2 America. After rest m these labors most of the \\| year, and fifteen per cent more; In the meantime the hungry . 


bv the hundreds of thousands, time for six years | n take up the fight and expect 


of them are being consumed.| must be fed and the naked must 


ers, is time| Women from d is to remain in it until pro n is safe from all attacks or \}| This wicked trust has pernicin-| be clothed and the jobless mus 
wile — oe mon,| with leaps and yes until I am physically not able to continue the work. Any ((/ ously invaded the home until it| be looked after, Do your pom 
e by the tens of thousands.| 8®Y man, and why sho wid you may feel like gi me in this fight will be just )}\ has persuaded half of the girls| in your own neighborhood and 
Then down the strata of human|™an with a heart wish that much done for b y and the cause of righteous- ({| throughout the nation to use| pay very little attention to 
conditions we see others, a still} million while ness. their cigarette. They have de-| politicians on either side whey 
larger class, who not have| by the score are Yours v sincerely, filed the nation with death-deal-| they discuss the depression. 
many thousands in the gress will have met im M. NS, Publisher. ing smoke flowing from their| Feed the jobless until thew are 
but nevertheless do have session before this writing get manufactured product out of given work. 
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In America we have two prin- 
Cipal puulleal patlics. CUP ped 
pee ave accuswiieu to vainking 
buat wie puta jadi ues Can 
eerertert ss L.sidio. on @ pan- 
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t ouver did wut ddewec 8 PeLent! 
SI°R 40u Hvover Gel nol make 
bim Weal. 
ine patient is sick; all admit 
that mucu; somethiug ougat to 
be UOue Buu Whar id wt that Gan 
be Gone? 
Lr. Vemocrat poutician says: 
“Tura louver our aad pul w 
piece & yemuci at and vappe-| 
Litase \elad gee Wel, W Wiican we 
WOuwu Blower tuat tae next 
Ve Ose wtp scbul0d Vus couutry ev-| 
; was uuuer we Lieveuasd | 
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then Why Go uey ask Us W let! 
thein doctor sua now? lb the! 
Dela vclais cOWu Bot cure um in| 
10UU Guw cau We Yemordts 
cure him in i327? | 

ai a Mabler ui fact, neither 
the oot, UviicauwS Lor Wie Yemo- 
Cia tees Cue Luc Pebweli, all) 
€liucr ul WeSe GOCLOPs can Go is} 
VU auDuboe LO wl al opiate | 
li OFuer w fesueve hls Suilesring. 
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LiG Peteiclic do uot our govern- 
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rust Lorgetten. she sick patient 
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Wis CO We are liv- 
w ave, is 

Ossle, ib Has ScVeu iis pur- 
puse, 4.0 LOW Il Niuss Wake its 
cat in the “has bveus.” 

Congress is Low in session; it 
Willi diuy-ualy, Wii sgar and 
maneuver lor position, each of 
the two poliilicad parties endeav- 
oring lo ovtain the best pessible 
posiclon tor tue titagic struggle 
that 15 Certain to tuxe place dur- 
ing the lusc campaign. 

Dr. Democrat will | come 
up Wilh a remedy; he will adopt 
hus patiorm and all he will give! 
US 1s something the Kepubkcan| 
uoctor Goes not propese. That 
is the way Dr. Democrat gener- 
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ly Goes — “we Oppuse, We Op} 
pose, We oppose”, clear down the 
line untlu they exhause every- 
thing Dr. Republican af- 
firmed in his already adopted 
platform. 

but Dr. Democrat, in tae per- 
sen of his candidate will make 
us one concrete suggestion — 
his candidate will say he is for 
the repeal of the Eighteenth 


Amendment and that if this! ment is sitting right over a sec- 


Amendment can be repealed 


tumes will get better. In other! when it does, erash 
worus, Dr. Democratic candidate| Ford’s great fartune. 
tel those! used Mr. Ford in thi 
whose voles he wants that if/in a figurative 
wil cleet him be will give| What is to become 


for Tresident will 
Lone, 
them beer and good times. 
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the greatest 


world has ever seen. 


worse, The President is 
to bring on prosperity; 
ple alone can bring 
to this country. . 
And the people are 
bring prosperity, but 
comes again it will come for 
the masses and not for a fa 
orite few. The entire social 
economic systems are to be 
erturned, and that speedily, 
There are to be no more 
and Rockefellers and M 
and Morgans. Their sun 
ting; it is already 
horizan and the su 
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is impossible of re- 
short sight- 
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dawning when 
tunes will crumble under a 
ic catastrophe that is to 
take every one who has amassed 
such collossal holdings. 
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The poor tarmer surely is in 
a bad way these days, But 
watch my word if the farmer 
isn’t the best off of all God's 
creatures within a few years. 

What is tne matter with him 
except the politician's blight. Li 
the politician would let the far- 
mer alone, quit shedding croco- 
dile tears over him and allow 
him to work out his own salva- 


the wets have gained!) tion, the old farmer would goon 
can/| be seen coming right up the hill 


and over its top in his own wag- 
on, with flag unfurled and 


that the Eighteenth enough aload to feed the world. 


The farmer is simply the vic- 
tim of our fragile and unjust 
economic system. He will never 


ver 

believe the wets| be himself until the system un- 
unholy fight but) der whose heels the farmer is 
cause has gain-| about to be crushed, is 
ground during the last two) shattered. Why is it that th: 


itself 


one who feeds us when we are 


of ground! hungry, clothes us when we are 
wet crowd cold and gives us medicine when 


we are sick, must suffer as no 


SOCIETY IS CHANGING THE| beer close students of the rise: other one is suffering? 
NATURE OF MAN and fall, and then again, the) The question is not a difficult 
— rise and fall, the constantly one to answer — he has thus 


Man changet 
differs from the fowls 
air, the beasts of 
the fishes of the sea. 


So khion pendulum, on 
the question? Let 


& 


E 
¥ 


trees of the forests, 
not now; maybe 
live in the caves of 
he does not now. We 
for several thousand 
and can trace his s' 
down, then down again 
up,, ever and always 
his pesition, 

tion, changing his 
his fellow man, etc. 


her, and long 
the Civil War, other) 
line. During the 
battles between the states most 
these prohibition state laws 


after the close of, 
y other states a-| 
prohibition, at one 
than a dozen having | 
some na- 
their statute 
constitutions. | 
erohibition is This 

w. This 
of pendulum kept 
about 1910, when it 
steadily swing to- 
dry side, and by 1918 
swung into the dry 
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world, and 
civilized nations. We 
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changes now taking 
own country. and in 


We are living in 
transit” era; we do 
on the large scale. 
three hundred miles 
the air and we speed 
ways at the rate of si 
an hour, and take it 
of ceurse. 

The same thing is 
financial, social and 
worlds. Social orders can 
erturned now almost over night; 
new political divisions 
tions can be created in a 
Who would have thought 
teen years ago that Russia, 
most despotic nation on earth, 
would now be governed by « bead 
of workers who draw down a 


: 
i 


ai 


a 
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Eighteenth 
Amendment was adopted by an 
overwhelming vote. 

The American people are an 
No one who 


unsatisfied 
had been in the prohibition 


true 


law. They have simply changed 
their a 


week. 

And what about our country? 
We now have our millionaires 
by the thousands; we have our 
intrenched wealth piled up in 
vaults of steel apparently as 
safe from all harm as the Rocks 
of Gibralter are from success- 
ful attacks. 

But things are 
in America. Millions of us, 
I say US, because I am one of 
the millions, are qur- 
selves this question, t 
right has Henry Ford with eigitt 
hundred million dollars warth 
of our wealth?” and after ask- 
ing that question we are answer- 
ing it with one word of 
able, “NONE”, and he 

Henry Ford has no 
te his eight hundred 


repealed. They can 

not tell; they do not know, and 

if the question was simply 

t up to them to decide 

at some national election the 

law would by all probabilities 
los 


t. 
Fortunately for the dry side 
there is no legal way by which 
American people can vote 
direct on the question. They 
elect two-thirds of Cong- 
on the wet ticket, and this 


are 
Then should they get that 
with the wet side they mus! 
three-fourths Of the 
act on its ratification, 
till more difficult for 
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paper has to 
Egypt. Some 
many years 
ry Ford, if 
a decade or 
himself stripped of 
wealth and just 
nary citizen 

“Communist, 


at all — 
ing a change amd our govern- 


of 


8 want now is to 
— simply mark time 
continue their agitation. 

people will a- 
their mind and 
it is a pretty good 
have in our 


aril 
bests 
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all this — that if they 
st something over now 
likely never get it ov- 
Their chatter about giving 
American voter a chance 
question is pat- 

baby plea. they 
Congress can not 
yet they hope 

be kind enough to 
them over a 
um on a 
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ial voleano that will 
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lossal fortune is to 
take all other fortunes 
can not 
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ted| eph, to the 


-l| instead of being a boost to 


far been unable to successfully | 


organize and his time should be! 
employed in helping to break! 
down the system under which he 
has been groaning. 

The bricklayers can organize 


ed} and thus exact ten and fifteen 


dollars per day for their labor, 
or else compel folks to sleep in 
the open; carpenters can do the 
same thing, plasterers can do 
the same thing, and even work- 


- ing men on the railroads can or- 


ganize and compel the compan- 
ies to pay their wage or allow 
the freight to lie on the plat- 
form. The farmer never has and 
never will organize effectively. 

There have been more _ fool 
things done for the farmer than 
for any other class of people on 
the earth. The government 
taught the farmer how to raise 
two bushels of wheat where one 
had been growing and he has 
raised too much wheat; the gov-| 
ernment has told the farmer| 
how to make two stalks of corn 
grow where one had been grow- 
ing and he has grown too much 
corn; the government has| 
taught the farmer how to make; 
old hill ground, all worn out, a- 
gain fertile and now great har- 

ests arise on these abandoned 
iis only to curse and make 
poor the farmer. 

And then the government 
comes along and loans the farm-| 
er money at a low rate and now| 
he is a slave, as in days of Jos-' 
very government 
whose flag he protects. To make 
it worse than ever, the govern- 


it. 
Same thing is true with cotton 

So there you are, Mr. Farmer, 
everybody's prey and everybo- 
dy’s victim, and even the victim 
of yourself. 

But that isn’t all. He is not 
only not able fo set a price on his 
own product but has nothing to 


THE FARMERS’ PLIGHT — | farmer is paying almost 


—THE POLITICIANS PLIGHT same for his farm implements, 
'for his fertilizers and for every 


do with the price on what he 
must buy. Here he must pur- 
chase from the great 


trusts, the most ruthless and 


hard hearted trust on earth, The| 
not likely to be able to] — — . 


farm | 


the 


tool he uses he paid when times 
were good. What a_ tragedy; 
What cruelty and what a barbar- 
ic government that would permit 
such a ecatastrope to overtake 
the tillers of the soil, But never 
mind, the farmer is at least as 
sensible as a pup and he is"fet= 
ting his-eyes 
will be seen coming down the 
valleys of depression with force 
of a glacier and he will crush the 
system that has enslaved him. 


THE PUBLIC UTILITIBS COM. 
PANIES — THEIR WICKED 
DEVASTATION 


The editor of this paper has 
no boss; he never did have any 
and he is now entirely too aged 
to acquire one. 

But most editors do have 
bosses — the advertising mana- 
wer of the paper they edit. No 
ionger does our daily press stanu 
tor anything worthwhile. They 
simply can not, for if one shoulu 
try he would soon get his or- 
ders to “lay off” from the ad- 
vertising manager. 

That is the reason why nearly 
all the editors of our secular pa- 
pers are friendly towards these 
wicked public utilities compa- 
nies. These utilities companies 
are all good advertisers in the 
various papers and therefore 
these editors can not afford to 
take a stand with the people 
against the companies. 

Nearly every public utilities 
company is simply a leech, suck- 
ing the blood from the _ public 
and robbing the average citizen 
of his hard earned dollars. They 
are worse than robbers, for a 
robber must take his chance, he 
risks his life, he must be bold 
and brave, whereas all a utilities 
company has to do to rob the 
people is to know where and 
when and to whom to pay off, 
and then the robbing and the 
skinnig begins. 

Have you ever heard of a 
utilities company, once its rates 
are raised, reducing them? Since 
when has the Bell Telephone 
Company reduced its rates? Ev- 
erything it has to buy, every 
hour of labor it employs, every 


‘wire it stretches and every pole 


it puts up, costs it less than it 
did last year and far less than 


it did three years ago. But what 


about its rates? They rise and 
rise and never get done rising. 

Did you ever hear of a power 
plant or gas plant reducing its 
rates? They pay less for labor, 
less for supplies, but up and up 
and up yo their rates. 

The consumer must vet his 
gas for less, must get his tele- 
phone service for less and must 
get his power for less. And the 
publie is going to have exactly 
what it wants if it has to own 
and operate everyone of these 
companies itself, 


With this little fire-eating dry 
paper now on the scene there js 
no need for your _neighboor- 
hood to remain longer in ignor- 
ance of the true facts concern- 
ing prohibition. Get into the 
fight and see that your com- 
munity is well sowed down 
with copies of this paper. 


It is true all of the Legion- 
aires meeting in Detroit were 
not drunk—just most of them. 


GANDHI IS “BONE DRY” 


According to an Associated 
Press dispateh from Bombay, 
June 25, Mahatma Gandhi de- 
clared : 

“If | were appointed dictator 
for one hour over all India, 
the first thing | would do would 
be to close without compensa- 
tion all liquor shops, destroy 
all toddy palms from which 
liquor is locally extracted, com- 
pel factory owners to produce 
humane conditions for work- 
men and open refreshment and 
recreation rooms where work- 
ing men could get innocent 
drinks and innocent amuse- 
ment. 

“Exceptions would be made 
in the cases of Europeans and 
diseased persons, for whom 
a supply of liquor was (medic- 
ally necessary.” 


Bootleggers a plenty, you 
say? So do we have bank rob- 
bers, kidnappers, forgers, mur- 
derers, thieves, liars and for- 
nicators and no one wants to 
repeal the laws against these 
other malefactors except the 
malefactors themselves. So like 
wise it is with the wet advo- 
cates—there are none save 
those who wish to engage in 
the business or who want. their 
liquor and it is too hard for 
them to get it, Same rule works 
in both cases. 


In thinking about what the 
American Legion did, or tried 
to do, in Detroit, it might be 
well enought to rdmember it 
passed resolutions against the 
so-called paeifists, meaning by 
the word “pacifist,” that they 
are against every one who is 
now trying to work for peace; 
against Hoover, against Mc- 
Adoo, against Borah, against 
every prominent Democrat or 
Republican who is now call- 
ing on the government to stop 
its mad rush for big armies 
and large ships. What do the 
leaders in the American Legion 
hope to do anyhow? Do they 
think this country is wanting 
armies it never can use? Ah, 
but the “nigger in the wood- 
pile is out.’’ The leaders in the 
American Legion have joined 
the war lords and are now 
out for big armies. There are 
too many good mothers in this 
country to even think ef turn- 
ing over our government to 
the junkers and to those who 
make and declare wars, but 
never fight them, 


All my life I have lived in 
the presence of fine and beau- 
tiful men going to their death 
because of alcohol. I call it the 
greatest trap that life has set 
for the feet of genius; and I 
record my opinion that the Pro- 
hibition Almendment is the 
greatest step of progress tak- 
en by America since the free- 
ing of the slave.”—Upton Sin- 
Clair in Money Writes. 


If Franklin D. Roosevelt 
is nominated next year by the 
Democratic party, it will be be- 
cause the southern Democratic 
leaders are so hungry that they 
will sell their birthright for a 
glass of foaming beer, for Mr. 
Roosevelt cannot be nominated 
if the south says NO and then 
sticks to it. 


PRINTING 


TAKES A TUMBLE 


OEE 


No longer is it necessary to pay a fancy price for your printing 
The old adage, “A New Broom Sweeps Clean” holds good in our 
printing olfice, Owensboro's new printery. We print anything from 


a calling card to 


a newspaper and print it right. 


We will make you Smile every time 


You Give Us an Order 
OE 
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gave them so much more atten-{ were being emp\ed; our faith — - —_ : . 
tion than He gave the ups and had become shattered and — it 
Jesus and the Wo- seems as if Christianity itself 


man at the Well 


By W. M. Likins 


“But whosoever shall drink of 
the water that I shall give him 
shall never thirst; but the water 
that I shall give him shall be in 
him a well of water springing 


up into everlasting life-——St. 
John 4-14, 


Sunday evening, December 5, 
we attended church at the Third 
Baptist Church, where a bril- 
liant, and we believe, a Godly, 
man is pastor, Dr. A. F. Cagel. 
Big crowds go to that church to 
hear the pastor expound the 
Word of God. This evening the 
large auditorium of the ird 
Baptist Church was well filled 
A sermon full of the spirit and 
power of God was preached by 
Dr. Cagel from the incident of 
the Samaritan woman and Jesus 
at the well. It is not our purgose 
in this sermon-editorial to try 
to review or enlarge on that fine 
sermon we heard preached. The 
sermon did, however, inspire us 
to such an extent that we are 
taking the same incident to see| 
if we can drive home to our 
readers some truths germane to 
the purpose of this paper. 

After Dr. Cagel had finished 
his sermon the usual invitation 
was given for those who wish to 
become members of the church, 
or to confess their Lord, to 
come forward, and in answer t 
this invitation four men, two ol 
them of the junior uge, ox.e . 
young man and anoiher a iictl 
older, boldly walked to ihe frou 
and confessed that Jesus Vuris 
is their Savior anu that they 
want to follow H..u in all their 
walks of life. Anotier had con- 
fessed at the m vung service, 
making five for Liat one church 
on that Sunday. Gou is still liv- 
ing and He is stil answecing 
prayer where a fervent prayer 
is offered by his children. | 

But what if Jesus were amony 
us, say here in Owensboro, in 
person, so we could see Him, 
hear Him talk and listen to Him 
preach? Would we turn Him 
away? Would we call him a fan- 
atic, and old fogy an out of! 
date as well as out of harmony 
with the times in whch we live?! 
It is difficult for us to tell just 


what Jesus would do and just 
who would be His associa 


were He here with us now. 

On this particular occasion 
Jesus and His Disciples had been 
on a long walk, a hike, as we 
would call it these days. They 
were tired, and nearing a town 
Jesus and His Disciples stopped 
close by a well, which happened 
to be one that Jacob dug hund- 
reds of years before. There was 
nothing out of the ordinary in 
their stopping here. They were 
not only tired but were hungry, 
so the disciples went to a town 
® little over a mile away to buy 
something to eat. They were to 
bring back and possibly cook it 
close to the well where plenty 
of good water could be procured 
They left Jesus alone. 

Soon a woman was seen com- 
ing down the road after some 
water and as she neared the wel: 
Jesus engaged her in a conversa- 
tion. Now why is it that Jesus 
stopped to talk to a mere wo- 
man, especially one of such a 
character as this one must have 
been? Why didn’t He wait unti: 
the disciples had returned and 
they had eaten and been refresh 
ed, and then after that go on to 
town and get with the real peo- 
ple of that city? That is possi- 
bly the way most of us would do 
it now. If Jesus had just been 
thoughtful He could have found 
many rich men, those high up 
in society, to have talked to and 
His message could have been 
sent home to them, and when He 
would win a convert it would 
amount to something, But he 
didn’t; He just talked to this 
woman, all by themselves, wher 
no one but Himself and the wo- 
man could hear. What a waste 
of voice; what a waste of time, 
to give that much attention to 
one lone woman, who was an out 
cast, and she herself admitting 
she was no account! God’s son 
did not surely realize what great 
men and women lived in the 
aristocratic section of the near- 
by city to whom He could have 
spoken or else a conversation 
with such an ignorant and no 
account woman would have tak- 


en tte. 

All through tke life of our 
Master do we see a thread run- 
ning straight to the poor, the 
cutcasts, those on whom the 
world had turned its back. Just 
somehow Jesus seems to have 
loved the down and outs; He 


EEE 


ins. He paid very little atten- 
tion to the so-called powerful, 
the rich, the worldly great; He 
paid great attention to the -4it» 
tle children, to the widow who 
simply gave a little mite, to the 
woman whom the Jews would 
have stoned., to the woman at 
the well who had five husbands 
and was living with a man who 
was not her husband, 

Suppose the pastor of one of 
our faShionable churches here 
in Owensboro were caught hold« 
ing a conversation with a so 
called notorious woman charac: 
ter, and although that conversw 
tion was concerning the salva- 
tion of her own soul, and that he 
was caught holding this conver- 
sation late in the evening ana 
with no other soul near’ by* 
What would likely happen 4» 


that pastor? My, at the tongues], 


ag they would wag from niouth 
to mouth. It would ‘not be two 
hours until two dozen “prom)- 
nent members” of that church 
would be called up and the tong- 
ues of this two dozen would al- 
so wag; this two dozen would 
tell others and in day’s time ali 
the clubs and guilds in the eity 
would know about it, and. phe 
tongues of all the great, elit« 
church members, both male and 
female, would be worn .loose: at 
one end wagging and wagging. 
That is just about what would 
happen to almost any pastor of 
almost any church in Owensboro 
or any other modern city _ its 
size. 

But Christ knew what He was 
doing; He knew that if a “down 
and out” is converted it will 


make a new creatnre out of her, 


was about to fade away, 

But, thanks be unto God, the 
One who still rules thia ygiverse 
Ras Tent! dott so-called 
prosperity and has sent all of us 
hunting for jobs and millions 
seeking food on which to live. 
Now we are ready to listen to 
the “still small voice” that 
sneaks from the darkness, Now 
we are ready to give attention 
to our spiritual welfare, and 
maybe ‘soon millions will be 
brought to’ the thirtone of. grace 
me that after a while -again 
| plenty will smile on our now de 
| Vastated land. 

Do-not think that because you! 
are big, because your bank ac- 
count is large, because you have 
great power in the financial, so- 
cial ,or political world, that God 
smiles upon you. Yes, because 
yaufhave money you may be} 
Able to run polities, control the 
business world and even run 
your local church, but: because 
you ave dig and rich‘is no rea 
son you stand in favor with God, 


| 


He looks at your heart and not} 


your bank account; he looks in 
when he wants to find one to 
serve him, 

a on 


B. H. Rounds & Sons 


This noted jewelry firm has 


— 


a contmous history. dating back 
to 1850’ when the late B. H. 
; Rounds established a jewelry 
store at Cannelton, Ind., when 
that thrifty little city was just 
blooming into a village .with 
the Cannelton Cotton’ Miil start 
ing amidst the village enthus- 
isam. For years he conducted 


-IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
Fighting the DEVIL Like Hell’s on Fire 


At last | am back in the harness; I'm where | want to be; I'm 
happy over the prospect. Let's fight. On or about the middle of Jan- 
vary THE AMERICAN INDEPENDENT is to become 
a weekly newspaper, just as hot as can be. Every evil thing that 
stands inthe way of moral and economic progress | propose to 
combat through this paper, Every good citizen will rejoice that now 


a journal is in thefheld to champion the cause of righteousness. 


The yearly subscription price is one dollar, but every person who 
sends me a subscription from now until the middle of January may 
have the paper one year for fifty cents, provided another such sub- 
scription at the same price accompanies the letter. See your neigh- 
bors, get their names and fifty cents, and fire them in to me RIGHT 
NOW. This paper will be more pleasure to you than seeing a_ half 
dozen footba!’ games could possibly be. If you enjoy a good scrap 


get in line and enter the gates. Just cost you fifty cents. 


Address all communications to 
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or out of him, and any person the jewelry business in Can- 
being made a new creature feels yelton, and in connectioy with 
so good about it that he goes.same operated a’. photograph 
and tells others. So it was with valléry, the: art of photography 
this woman at the | well. Al-) ay ‘known ‘now: hardly ‘existing. 
though having had five hus- \jr, Rounds prospered and in 
bands and living with a man not {g80 opened a branch jewelry 
her husband, it made her feel so store in Rockport, Ind., and in 
good, this getting religion in the, 1885 opened another jewelry 
old fashioned way, that she store in Owensboro. 
dropped her bucket, forgot her) At about this timetthée same 
water and ran back to the town, was changed to its present 
and began to tell everyone she name, B. H. Rounds & Sons, 
met about the wonderful man under which name the jewelry 
she had seen at the well. business. has, beey,-carried on 
Yes, this woman shouted; Ler forty-Six years. Then Can- 
can easily imagine she wept, and| elton and Rockport, stores 
cried loud and scattered . thes were. abutidoned ‘in’ F888, ‘after! 
news everywhere. She was aj which attention of all the mem- 
regular fire-alarm for her Mas-| bers of the. firm was centered 
ter. Soon the great thronys Were|6n the Owensboro — establish- 
seen rushing to where this won-| ment. 
derful man was seen and Jesus|* “The first OwenSboro locatidu 
began to preach to them and teli} was on 


and hundreds believed. What a| 1887 the store was moved to’ 
power for good when a soul 80/217 Kast Main Street where 
sick and steeped in sin as thiS}a thriving jewelry business was 


woman was is converted to God.| conducted tor thirty-six years. 
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Now suppose Jesus had triea 
to establish himself in that city 
by beginning at the top ana 
working downward? He could 
not have even performed mira- 
cles in that case to prove His 
mission for little faith would 
have been seen with the yvreat 
and where there is no faith on 
the part of the people our Mas- 
ter performed no miracles, - 

And now back to Owensboro, 
or to any other Kentucky city o2 
town, Let us do a little more 
work like our Master did; let 
us go after the down and outs 
instead of trying to get so many 
ups and ins to join our churches, 
One of the great disadvantages 
of present day Christianity is 
the sin of fashion and tryng to 
be great. If a church has a Jarge 
number of bankers: in it,” can 
boast of a great many manufac- 
turers, has the rich of the town, 
then it is great, then it is won- 
derful. Not so with Jesus. He 
had few messages for the rich; 
He left Nicodemus disturbed; 


He left the rich yoing man;sor-~ 


rowful, and He had a disconso- 
late note for almost every rich 
man or powerful leader He came 
in contact with. There were 
some exceptions just as there 
are some exceptions today, but 
in the main God’s kingdom is 
made up of the humble, the low- 
ly, the poor, the distressed and 
the oppressed, : 

That is why I am glad to see 
this so-called depression that is 
now so tightly gripping our 
country. Our nation has been 


In 1923 the store’ was “moved 
into the beautitul glass house 
now occupied, and where a 
splendid business has been en- 
joyed ever since. Its location us 
on the corner of Eighth and 
Frederica streets. 

The owners of the store at 
the present time are: Harry b. 
Rounds and Fyed Y., Kougas, 
sbns of .ihe date bi; eH 1. hus. 
“In ‘march; 1907, KH. 
Rounds, the founder ol the 


business and father .of .the 
Mr. Rounds was very likely the 
best known watch repair me- 
chanic in Kentucky, His repu- 
tation went far and wide. He 
was an untiring worker and 
could be seen in his chair from 


krederica, Street, be- 
them how He was the Chyxist,)tween Second! and ‘hird.” in 


morning we night constantly. at || 


work. Kefowing in his 


tapt- 


steps can now be seen Matty B.1> 
owners, || 


Rounds, one of the 
just as studious and as atten- 
tive to his repair work as his 
father before him. i odo 
Fred V. Rounds, whéd ig row | 
ang has been ever since hi 
youth, known as an 
jeweler, conducts most of the} 
| business fdr the 
| traveled a .great, deal as . aj} 
\jewelfy sdlésmah adhd knows a 


|moment his eyes are laid on a}) 


watch, 
, This firm hag a history that 
few firms. have, Its honesty has 
CNaractenized its menibers ever 
lsince its establishment in 1850. 
People from far and wide, who 
do not know a good time piece 
|when they see it and 
trust to the word and 


present owners, «ied, ‘Che: late *} 


exper I 


firm, He has}: 
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‘THE AMERICAN INDEPENDEN 


A Very Tempting Short Term Subscription Offer 


‘Provided these short term subscriptions are sent us in clut: 

ten or more at a time. All these short term subscriptic ns y il! 
start with our issue of January, when the paper becomes a 
weekly. You do not want to miss a single copy. 
under the Sun that we deem detrimental to right living and U¢ 
happiness of the people will feel the weight of this pap_r. |.’s 
to be a paper for the PEOPLE and we expect the pecp'e (o 


Ever 


fern 


¥ 
~ We want subscribers. This paper will set the country on {ir 
if you will give it an audience. In order to enable you to help 
the cause of righteousness we are making a short term tria! 
subscription offer for 


Hight Weeks for 10 cers 


<>. 


+ 


“ 


al g 


must : 
. f judge- 
rolling in wealth; we have been) ment of others, come to this 
50 boastful, like the rich man | firm for information and to do ‘ 
who had stored his goods in| their purchasing of time pieces 
great barns and told his soul to| [f one wishes to. pktain a, eoas. 
take its rest; yes, we had all brut witch, wes one that is an} 
forsaken God and His church) honest time keeper, he or she 
and His worship and had gone| can put all their trust in the 
seeking pleasures and frolicking | Rounds Brothers, for they will 
after that which effectively dis- ry 
arms all Christians for service 
in the Master's vineyard, The} good, as people can send in for |» 
world, and particularly our own | a wateh ang+knovp that. webitine |- 
nation, had gone mad and was{but the best th? mMWey ean buy 
chasing the rainbow of pleasure will be given and that at al’ 
and finding it not, Our churches times the truth will be told. 


not represent anything wrong- 
ly. Their mail order busines is 
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“THE AMERICAN INDEPENDENT - 


stand by us. Address all communications to 


Post Office 130 ye 


Owensboro, Kentucky 


Doron den De ae at 
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OLD GENERAL DEPRESSION 


This Christmas serves you at our Store in your Chistmas Purchases 
of Diamonds, Watches, Clocks, Sterling Silver, Silver Plated Table- 


ware and Fine Jewelry at Lower Prices than in Twenty-five Years. 


| We are going to give you all our profits and believe that all we 
merchants should realize the chaotic conditions now and _ willingly 


| contribute our profits to our patrons this one CHRISTMAS. 


EEEEREKE KEKE: 


This Is No Bombastic Price-Slashing Advertisement 


KEKEREEE KEKE 
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But is simply a sweet Christmas Spirit that we wish and hope will 
be in the hearts of our patrons whom we have been serving for 81 
years. We want to enable them to remember their friends and loved 
ones with nice gifts. Call at our store and you will learn from our 
| low prices that we are making an earnest effort to help you solve 
the Christmas Gift problem. Every one knows that Jewelry is the 
| most Lasting and Appreciated of all Christmas Gifts. 


- 


The Best Goods, The Best Work, The Lowest Prices 
Everything Guaranteed 


B. A. Rounds & Sons 


(Established 1850) 
Jewelers and Opticians 
i Cor. Eighth and Frederica Sts. Owensboro, Kentucky 
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Mail Orders Receive Prompt Attention 
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